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IN-CLASS EXERCISE: FIRE CREATION
OBJECTIVE
In this hands-on exercise, you will practice using the liquify feature to create fire from scratch. It prepares you 
for the second project. 

PROCESS
1. Launch Photoshop and create a new document that 500px x 500 px (Resolution = 300, RGB). Go to 
 Edit --> Fill --> Black to paint the background black. Save the document as “yourlastname_fire.psd.”

2. Use white as the Foreground color and type in a word you wish to set on fire. Rasterize the text by 
 going to Layer --> Rasterize --> Type. Duplicate the layer with the type. Please name your layers 
 properly.

3. The first filter to be applied (Wind) works only from the left or the right. But, you want the effect to 
 happen from bottom to top. Rotate the duplicate text layer 90 degrees clockwise by going to Edit --> 
 Transform --> Rotate 90 degrees clockwise.

4. Apply the Wind filter from the Left by going to Filter --> Stylize --> Wind. Apply it a couple of times to 
 get long streaks.  Make sure you choose the Direction “From the Left”.

5.  Rotate the layer back to its original upright position by going to Edit -->  
  Transform --> Rotate 90 CCW.  (NOTE:  Do NOT go to Image --> 
  Rotatation....you will rotate the whole canvas)  Move the text so it sits 
  directly on top of the original text.

6. Apply a Gaussian Blur filter by going to Filter --> Blur --> Gaussian Blur. Give it just enough to soften 
 the streaks.  I used 1.5 pixels, but feel free to play around with the values.

7. Create a new layer and place it behind the layer you just blurred and fill it with black.  
 (HINT:  Edit --> Fill --> Black)

8. Merge the black layer with your text copy layer. Make sure you do not merge the background or the 
 original text layer.  (HINT:  An easy way to merge layers is by Shift + Click to highlight each layer that 
 you want to merge.  Then hit Command + E.)

9. While in this newly merged layer, go to the Liquify filter by going to Filter --> Liquify. It should display 
 the currently selected layer (blurred, streaked text) to be modified. 

10. Using the current Brush Size within the Liquify filter, distort the streaks 
  into flames. Use the brush to pull out flames from the edges of text.
 
11. When you feel you’re done, click OK and exit Liquify.
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12. Switch the mode of the layer to Screen. This exposes the untouched underlying image where the top 
 layer is black.   (NOTE:  Your original text box will show through and look sharp)

13. In your newly merged layer, go to Hue/Saturation by Image --> 
 Adjustments --> Hue/Saturation. Click the Colorize button to 
 change the hue of the flames and set it to a color that’s a warm 
 yellow, about 40 on the Hue bar. Push the Saturation up to 100.  
 It is starting to look like fire!

14. Duplicate the flames copy layer.  Remember to name your layers!  
 Then go into Hue/Saturation, turn off Colorize, and enter a hue 
 change of minus 20. This moves the yellow in the direction of orange.

  15. In Layers, set the mode of the duplicate to Overlay. This 
   introduces some reds into the flames and reduces the overall 
   intensity of the flames.  Hit Ok.
 

16. Go back to the layer with the original white text and bring 
 it to the front.

17. Click the Lock Transparency button in the layer’s palette.  

 “Lock transparent pixels” locks all transparent pixels 
 within the layer and only allows colored pixels to change 
 when tools or filters are used on that layer. 

  18. Fill the text with a gradient from yellow to orange.   You might 
   want to add a Layer Style of Inner Glow with Red for the color 
   and Normal for the mode.

  19. After you finish, print a copy and put it in the Drop-in folder.

EXAMPLE:


