
Inter/Adv Photoshop                 Jessi Franko

IN-CLASS EXERCISE: BIKE RIDER COMPOSITE

Composite with the Alpha Channel

PROCESS
1. Launch Photoshop and open the documents “bikeRider.psd” and “clouds.psd.” Please 
 use the Crop Tool and remove the credit line in both photos.

2. Click the bike rider document. Open up the Channels palette under Window. Click 
 the Create New Channel icon on the bottom of the Channel palette. You will have a 
 new channel that is named as “alpha” by Photoshop. It will function as our alpha   
 channel for masking.

3. Click the Gradient Tool (located in the same group as the Paint 
Bucket Tool) on the Tool palette. Make sure you have a Linear 
Gradient from foreground color to background color (far left 
option). Make sure the Foreground color is white and the Back-
ground color is black. The blend mode is Normal on the top menu. 

4. Click at the top of the canvas and hold down the Shift key as you drag downward to 
 blend from white at the top edge of the canvas to black at the bottom.

5. Drag the channel to the Load Selection icon at the bottom left of the Channel 
 palette. Click on the RGB channel and you will see the top half of the bike rider image 
 gets selected. Choose Edit ---> Copy.

6. Go to the clouds document and choose Edit --> Paste. The bike rider fades out 
 toward the bottom because we did the Copy with the gradient mask loaded. We 
 want a more dramatic fade-out with the wheels disappearing into the clouds. So 
 close the original file, since we are done with it.  Resize the overlapped file by 
 Transforming the image (Command + T and hold down the shift key).

7. You have some artifacts (undesired data introduced in a digital process 
 by an involved technique and/or technology) of two people holding the 
 bike wheels and some clouds. You need to get rid of it. Use the Eraser 
 with soft edge (control  + clicking on the screen brings up the eraser 
 options) to erase any artifacts on the layer mask. It should get rid of the 
    two people shadows and clouds. 

 FINISHED COMPOSITE:


